NOTABLE QUOTES

Downtown Lansing Development Announcement

Gillespie Group and Ahptic Film & Digital

June 3, 2008
Governor Jennifer Granholm:

"Across the country and around the world the film industry is a multi-billion dollar industry. The industry's investment in Michigan will create a new industry and new jobs. We're pleased to welcome City Center Studios and its jobs to Michigan."

Mayor Virg Bernero

"For several years now we’ve been working hard to transform Lansing into one of the great Midwestern capital cities. This project could put Lansing, Michigan in the middle of the national film industry and create hundreds of jobs at the same time. That’s a very exciting prospect for our city, our region and the entire state."

Michigan State University President Lou Anna Simon:

“Both the Colleges of Communication Arts and Sciences and Arts and Letters at Michigan State University are excited about the opportunities that this level of production company provides the city, the state and our MSU students. Faculty are anxious to explore opportunities for student involvement and creative collaborations.”

Patrick Gillespie, President of Gillespie Group:

“Gillespie Group is committed to the revitalization of downtown Lansing. With film crews, actors and other production people working in the city, retailers, restaurants, hotels and other peripheral businesses are sure to benefit, and the city will continue its trend of realizing a more active and vibrant downtown area.”

Matt Martyn, Executive Producer, Ahptic Film and Digital

“We don’t have exact numbers on the additional people we’ll need to hire, but we estimate it will be around 20 full time positions with an additional 100 to 300 high-paying freelance positions. This number could easily expand over time as the business is further developed.”

Ken Droz, Manager of Creative and Communications, Michigan Film Office:

“This project is one of the most tangible results of the recent film legislation enacted. It creates the perfect confluence of elements required for film production, such as capital investment, infrastructure and the development of a talented, indigenous workforce.”
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